
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service
Easter Sunday | March 31, 2024

Gathering for Praise

Call to Worship                     
Christ has risen! 
Christ has risen indeed. 
 Faith, hope, and joy are alive. 
A new age is dawning, and death cannot harm us. 
God of all creation, we praise you. 
God of resurrection and eternal life, we have gathered in this garden to worship you and
celebrate your victory.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

The Lord's Prayer

Hearing God’s Word

Loving God, we gather in the early morning of your Resurrection. We have been mourning
and weeping believing that you have been taken from us. Instead, you meet us in the
garden of new life. Here, in this sacred place, we discover that you are alive, that sin and
death cannot defeat you. Now our tears of sorrow turn to tears of joy as we experience your
presence among us. Today, we begin to understand that joy comes from grief. You call us to
go into the world to share this good news, and because we are not left alone, we can pray
your prayer. 

The Gathering Prayer

Loving God, we gather in the early morning of your Resurrection. We have been mourning
and weeping believing that you have been taken from us. Instead, you meet us in the
garden of new life. Here, in this sacred place, we discover that you are alive, that sin and
death cannot defeat you. Now our tears of sorrow turn to tears of joy as we experience your
presence among us. Today, we begin to understand that joy comes from grief. You call us to
go into the world to share this good news, and because we are not left alone, we can pray
your prayer. 

Greeting

Morning Haas Broken  
1 Morning has broken like the first morning, blackbird has spokenlike the first bird.

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!

2 Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, like the first dewfall  on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness  of the wet garden, sprung in completeness  where God’s feet pass.

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning born of the one light  Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning, God’s recreation of the new day!

Scripture Reading  John 20:1-18

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

CLOSING PRAYER (UNISON)
Lord, we have so much to be thankful for this Easter morning. In the chill of the morning air,
we do feel the warm blessing of your Spirit. We can rejoice this day because our tendency
toward disbelief is overcome by our capacity for faith. We are truly amazed that a cross of
crucifixion has been transformed into a symbol of new life, a symbol of eternal life.We are

thankful that you come to greet us in a garden of hope, trust, and faith. We thank you that a
dark and empty tomb has emerged into a garden of light and living. In all our days, we shall

live for Christ, the resurrected and risen Savior. Amen.
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Christ the Lord is Risen Today
1 Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

2 Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

3 Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 

4 Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

5 Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia! 
Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia! 

6 King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia! 
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 

Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia! 
Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!

BENEDICTION
The tomb is empty, Christ has risen. As you journey in faith, may your life be full, 
your love be abundant, and your hope be eternal. 
Live this day and always for Christ Jesus because the Risen Christ lives in you. 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!


